The case "being decided to be one of glaucoma, the next question to be considered must be that of the operation most appropriate to its relief, and of the degree in which the performance of this operation should be regarded as urgent in point of time. Prior to the researches of Mr. Priestley Smith, and to his discovery of the part played by the periphery of the iris in obstructing access of fluid to the filtration area, the good effects of iridectomy were often attributed to the pervious character of the cicatrix of the external wound, and it was suggested that such a pervious cicatrix might be produced without touching the iris at all. cases, and generally in acute glaucoma as long as good perception of light is retained, it is possible to diminish the difficulties, and, at the same time, to relieve the symptoms, by the diligent instillation of a solution of eserine. An eserine wafer, or a drop of a solution of four grains to the ounce, applied every hour for five or six times, will generally produce some contraction of the pupil; and the consequent partial removal of the iris from the filtration area will relieve the extremity of the tension. In this way, by waiting a few hours, the surgeon will often find his patient inspirited by the commencement of improvement in vision, while, at the same time, the pupil will be comparatively small, and all but the centre of the lens will be covered by the iris, which will then form a visible background serving to protect the lens from accidental injury. If the pupil be sufficiently small, the point of the straight narrow knife need never enter the pupillary area, but can be carried quite above its upper boundary across the anterior chamber, and the cutting edge brought out much as in the ordinary operation for cataract. It is generally desirable to combine cocaine with the eserine, the former agent being always overpowered by the latter as far as the diameter of the pupil is concerned, but nevertheless exerting an important influence in diminishing the calibre of the blood vessels, and therefore in diminishing the tendency to haemorrhage. In an eye of high tension, it is seldom possible to obtain sufficient absorption of cocaine to produce anaesthesia of the iris, although the external incision may usually be rendered painless. Hence 
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